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SUBJECT: GOI IMPOUNDS SANJAY'S AND BANSI LAL'S PASSPORTS; 

NAMES RETIRED JUSTICES TO HEAD INVESTIGATIONS. 

REF: NEW DELHI 5008 

1 . FOLLOWING THE GOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO 
INVESTIGATE CERTAIN SCANDALS AND OTHER "MISDEEDS "ALLEGEDLY 
COMMITTED BY MEMBERS OF MRS. GANDHI S GOVERNMENT (REFTEL), 
HOME MINISTER CHARAN SINGH DISCLOSED TO NEWSMEN APRIL 18 
THAT THE HOME MINISTRY HAD ORDERED THE PASSPORTS OF SANJAY 
GANDHI, BANSI LAL AND BRAHMACHARI DHIRENCRA TO BE IMPOUNDED. 
THE GOI CAN TAKE THIS ACTION IF THE PASSPORT HOLDER'S 
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PRESENCE IS REQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH AN INQUIRY OR A 
CRIMINAL CASE. DHIRENDRA REPORTEDLY RUNS A SERIES OF YOGA 
CENTERS AND HAS BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH SANJAY FOR 
THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

2. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, CHARAN SINGH ANNOUNCED 

THE APPOINTMENT OF THREE RETIRED SUPREME COURT JUSTICES TO 
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HEAD THE COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY. J.C. SHAH. WHO BRIEFLY 
SERVED AS CHIEF JUSTICE BEFORE RETIRING FROM THE SUPREME 
COURT IN 1971, WILL HEAD THE COMMISSION WHICH WILL INVESTIGATE 
COMPLAINTS OF EXCESSES, MALPRACTICES AND ABUSE 
OF AUTHORITY ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED DURING THE EMERGENCY. 

H.R. KHANNA, WHO RESIGNED FROM THE SUPREME COURT 

LAST JANUARYMEN PROTEST OVER BEING SUPERSEDED BY 

M. H. BEG AS CHIEF JUSTICE (NEW DELHI 1327). WILL OVERSEE 

THE INVESTIGATION OF MARUTI. P. JAGANMOHA REDDY, WHO 

RETIRED FROM THE COURT ESRLY IN 1975 AND NOW IS VICE 

CHANCELLOR OF OSMANIA UNIVERSITY IN HYDERABAD, WILL HEAD THE 

COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE NAGARWALA AFFAIR AS WELL AS 

THE ACTIVITIES OF BANSI LAL. CHARAN SINGH ALSO SAID THAT 

THE GOI WAS FRAMING THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMISSIONS. 

HE ADDED THAT THE FORMAL CREATION OF THE COMMISSIONS WOULD BE 

ANNOUNCED SOON. 

3. COMMENT: OF THE THREE JUSTICES, KHANNA IS THE MOST 
CONTROVERSIAL. HE WAS ONE OF THE JUSTICES TO RULE AGAINST 
MRS. GANDHI IN HER 1975 APPEAL OF THE ALLAHABAD COURT CASE AND 
WAS THE ONLY JUSTICE TO RULE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT IN 
LAST YEAR'S HABEAS CORPUS CASE. 

SCHNEIDER 
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